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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY Hf}ﬁg

HIGHTOWER BUILDING : ﬁL}ﬂ

Q-LAFA

Location: 15 Scuth Lafayette Street {(corner of South Lafayette
Street and lst Avenue Southwest), Lafayette, Chambers
County, Alabama

USGS Lafayette Quadrangle, Universal Transverse
Mercator Coordinates: 16.649535.,3641020
| .
Present Owner: Jamie McClendon
McClendon Trucking Company
123 South Lafayette Street
Lafayette, Alabama 36862 (203) 864-9311

Present Cccupant: Laﬁier Insurance, Financial Services and
' offices of Alex Walton Jr., CPA and Rea Clark,
District Attorney

Present Use: Office space

Significance: The Hightower Building, built ca. 1885, is one of
the older, more prominent buildings facing the
Chambers County Courthouse square. The cast iron
storefront and architectural details on the front
facade were typical of commercial buildings built
from the 1850's to the 1880's. For many years,
the second floor of the building housed
Lafayette's first telephone exchange. Through the
years, the building has housed a variety of
commercial uses including a dry goods store, a
grocery store and a watchmaker's shop. Much of
the original structure is intact and many of the
details on the front facade have been restored.
The interior details on the second floor, such as
the bull's eye moulding and beaded wood paneling,
are representative ¢f the time. Although the
balcony is a replica, and interior walls have been
added to the first floor, the building provides an
excellent example of late 19th century commercial
architecture.

PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATIOR

A. Physical History:
1. Date of erection: Ca. 1885
2. Architect: Not known

3. Original and subsequent owners: The original
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owner was Thomas Hightower. Shortly after the
construction began, he died and it is believed the
building was passed on to his heir, G.W.
Hightower. No other information about the
subsequent owners is known. By the 1980's, the
building had fallen into the hands of Charles Dean
of Camp Hill, Alabama who scld it to the
Lafayette Historic Preservation Authority in 1984.
Then, the building was bought at an auction on May
10, 1985 by Jamie McClendon, the present owner.

4. ! Suppliers: The cast 1lron storefront was
manufactured by Cahill Iron Works in Chattanooga,
Tennessee,

5. Original plans and construction: No original

plans or drawings have been located. Early
photographs of the building show a structure
similar to the present renovation.

6. Alterations and additions: Three openings in the
rear wall of the basement were bricked up early in
the building's history. These openings may have
been windows or loading doors for the railroad.
The wood framing of these openings remains to

indicate their original size. Inside some of
these wood frames are smaller windows, indicating
access to fresh air. However, they are now

partially below ground level and are obstructed by
the building immediately to the rear of the
Hightower Building.

Historic photos show an exterior staircase on the
gouth wall leading to the second floor. The
stairway was subsequently removed and an interior
stairway was constructed during the recent
rencovation,. The photos alse show a canopy
extending out over the balcony. Both canopy and
balcony were removed but a replica of the
halcony, without the canopy, was added in 1986.

Historical Context:

The Hightower Building was built by Thomas W. Hightower
in the 1880's. Thomas Hightower died in February 1885
as the building neared completion. It is not known if
the building was built with a specific use in mind,
although as early as 1891, the first Lafayette
telephone exchange occupied part of the second floor.
This exchange remalned in operation at least until the
1930's. A portion of the building was used for a few
years as a raillroad terminal by the Lafayette

2



HIGHTOWER BUILDING
HABS No. AL-890
Page 3

Railroad. This was a short line built about 1900 as an
alternative to the Central of Georgia Railroad. By
1909, the Central had bought the line and removed the
tracks.

From the 1890's until the 1960's, the building housed a
variety of uses. Originally, the first floor was used
as a dry goods store and a jewelry store. Through the
yearse, the first floor has alsc been used as a grocery
store and a watchmaker's shop. An insurance agency and
the law offices of Bob Wallace, Sr. occupied the upper
floor along with the Lafayette telephone exchange. The
upstairs was also used as a boarding house for a while
early in the 20th century and for a brief time also
served as a temporary school when the roof of the local
school collapsed. The building was vacant from the
1960's until 1985. At that time it was purchased by
McClendon Trucking Company, a Lafayette firm involved
in several local historic building renovations.
Refurbishmnent of the first floor was completed in June
of 1986 with the second floor scheduled to be renovated
in the future. An insurance agency, an accounting

firm,

and the District Attorney's office occupy the

first floor.

Architectural character: This two story brick
structure is typical of mid-19th century
comnmercial buildings with its cast iron front and

Condition of the fabric: The exterior brick
masonry was c¢leaned and the joints re-mortared
during the 1986 renovation. Pirst floor windows
and sills were replaced and replicas of the
original wrought iron balcony and columns were
constructed. The original structural wood
colunns are still visible on the interior. The
beaded, wood c¢eiling and the 35-foot skylight have
been preserved. The heart pine wainscoting,
bull's eye molding, fireplaces and skylights are
still intact on the second floor which is

PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION
A. General Statement:
1.
bold bracketed cornice.
2.
scheduled for renovation.
B. Description of Exterior:

1.

Overall dimensions: The Hightower Building is
99'-11" long and 37'~7" wide with a second floor

3
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balcony that projects 10'-1 1/2" from the
building front. The unfinished basement runs the

. full length of the structure. The three part
front facade consists of a 9 1/2' wide central
tower flanked by two 14' wide bays.

2. Foundations, structural system, framing: The
exterior walls are 16" brick load-bearing. The
seven intermediate masonry piers within the
basement are 2' sguare and are set 12' on center
along the entire length of the building. Eight
concrete block supports were later added around
the perimeter of the basement. Wood beams,
supporting the second floor, are 6x12's and floor
joists are 2x13's set 16" on center with a 17'
free gpan to the wall.

On the first floor, mid=-span supports are T-
shaped, beveled edge wooden columns. Major
partition walls are wood stud throughout the
building.

3. Side and rear elevations:
a. Doorways and doors: The basement door

opening on the south side is topped by a
brick segmental arch. Five steps lead from

. the sidewalk level to the bagsement with the
6'-5" door opening occurring at the third
step.

The first floor doorway on the south side is
topped by a circular white canvas awning and
is flanked by 6' wide brick planters. The
five approach steps are brick with a wrought
iron railing identical to the second floor
balcony railing. The double wood doors are
set in a 6'-5 3/4" opening and are topped

; with a transom and brick segmental arch. The

! hardware and kickplates are brass.

The original second floor door opening on the
south side has been covered with sheet metal
and the original exterior steps have been
removed,

b. Windows: The two small windows flanking the
basement door and the three first floor
windows on the south side are still intact.
All have wood frames and are topped by brick
segmental arches. The first floor windows
are 12 light, double-hung with 6 light

|
- @ 4
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transoms.

Second floor windows on the south side have
been covered with wooden louvers painted
white. The original wood frames are still
partly intact, however, behind the louvers.
They were double-hung with multiple lights.

The second floor windows on the west side
have also been covered, but this time with
sheet metal. The partially intact wood
frames behind are also double-hung but with
no mullions.

The north side of the building has no

windows.
4. Front elevation:
a. First floor: The original cast iron front

was manufactured at Cahill Iron Works in
Chattancoga, Tennessee. The storefront
consists of six bays with the second and
fifth bays recessed. The two sets of double
wood doors are recessed approximately three
feet. The doors have bheveled glass panels,
brass hardware and kickplates, and are
flanked by 3'-6"x7'-6" fixed glass panels
with transoms above. The storefront is
original.

b. Second floor: Windows are wood frame,
double-hung with four lights. The wooden
door located in the center has six glass
lights and a transom above. All are topped
by decorative metal hoods. Above each window
are 9" x 2'-5" vent openings covered with
decorative iron grills.

c. Cornice: The projecting cornice is metal
with scroll brackets and scroll-like dentils
and modilliong. It is broken in the center
by a brick arch encircling the building's
logo. The cornice is topped by a 1'-10"
decorative metal coping and central pediment.

d. Balcony: The balcony is supported by four
iron columns and adorned with a replica of
the original cast iron railing with its
distinctive geometric design. The balcony
has a wood ceiling underneath and metal
decking on top. Connections for the canopy

5
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of the original balcony can still be seen on

the side pilasters.

Colors: All woodwork is painted pale yellow,
iron work is black and the metal window/
door hoods and cornice are white.

The roof is w-od-framed and decked with

brick parapet walls on two sides that step down to
the west. It is built-up roofing with gravel.
There are five skylights on the north side of the
building (four are over the second floor rooms and
one passes through both floors). A sixth skylight
ig centered over the second floor hallway.

c. DESCRIPTION OF INTERIOR:

1. Floor plans:

a.

Basement: The basement, which runs the full
length of the building, is open except for
the foundation structure. The structure
congists of load-bearing walls, seven
original brick piers (which run along the
center of the building) and concrete block
columns, which have been added to provide
additional structural support. The entrance
is located on the south side and two windows
flanking the deoor admit fresh air and light.
The three window openings on the west wall
were bricked up probably at the time of
construction on the adjacent lot.

First floor: The first floor was originally
designed as an open floor plan but has
recently been divided into offices. The
original storefront, with entrances in the
gsecond and fifth bays, remains intact. The
original beaded wood ceilings and T-shaped
wooden columns have been preserved. All
interior walls have been added forming a
central hallway and creating a plian similar
to the original layout of the second floor.
The crown moldings, chair rail, baseboard,
doors and transoms all came from the 0l1d
Lafayette Hotel. These details, although not
exactly the same, are of similar
architectural style and complement the
existing original details. A new side door
has been added to the south elevation. Much

6
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of the original tongue-and-groove flooring is
now covered with carpet or tile.

C. Second floor: There are offices to the north
and south of a central corridor which bisects
the building. An entrance hall leading from
the original second floor doorway jeoing the
corridor. The offices range in size from
11'-9"%x14'-3" to 17'-9"x14'-3". Most of the
offices have a small corner closet located
next to the office's corridor entrance. The
offices on the south and east sides are all
lighted by exterior windows. Offices on the
north without windows receive natural light
from overhead skylights. The wood flooring
has been cut to allow wiring for additional
lights in the first floor ceiling and some of
the wood flooring has suffered from water
damage. Most of the original details and
finishes are intact but have not yet been
restored.

Stairways: The second floor was originally served
by an exterior staircase (which can be seen in the
early photos). That stalrcase was probably
removed when the building was abandoned in the
1960's. The interior stair, which now serves the
upstairs floor, was added in 1986 when the
building was renovated.

The basement level is below grade and is accessed
by concrete steps from the sidewalk. The first
floor is above street level and is accessed by
brick steps on the south side of the building.

Flooring: The original flooring was 4" tongue-in-
groove, heart pine wood flooring. All of the wood
flooring on the first floor, except for one room
in the rear, has been covered with tile or carpet.
Much of the existing flooring on the second floor
is original but has suffered extensive water
damage. Also, some of the wood flooring on the
second floor has been cut to allow additional
lighting to be placed in the first flbor ceiling.

The dirt floor of the basement remains unfinished.

Wall and ceiling finish: The original walls are
plaster on wood lath, usually painted or papered.
On the first floor, partition walls are painted

gypsum board, except below the chailr rail in the
corridor is papered. All of the room ceilings on

7
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the first floor were lowered through the use of

suspended acoustic tile. The hallway ceiling,

however, retains the original height and the

original beaded wood ceiling. The pattern which

appears on the ceiling is the same pattern that

appears on the second floor wainscoting.

The second floor walls are plastered above the
chair rail and are covered with a wood walnscoting
below. This wood paneling consists of alternate
bands of beaded and flat surfaces. The ceilings
are also plastered and were originally painted or
papered. A graphic wall painting of a bell logo
identifies the telephone exchange and faces the
second floor exterior door.

Basement walls are exposed brick structure.
Openings:

a. Doorways and doors: On the second floor,
hallway doors are 3'-2"x 7'-2" with transoms
above. 1Interior office doors and closet
doors are typical but have no transoms. .The
trim on all interior doors on the second
floor are 6". There is a cased opening,
connecting two of the rear offices, which is
wider but has the same door trim around it.
All of the door frames on the second floor
have a bull's eye corner detail.

The first floor doors are not original. They
were salvaged from the Lafayette Hotel along
with the chair rails, baseboards, and crown
molding.

b. Windows: All interior windows on the second
floor have the same trim as the door frames.
The window trim on the first floor is wider
and does not carry the bull's eye motif. The
second floor windows have been boarded up
and, except for the east facade, little of
the original windows themselves remain.

Decorative features and trim: There are thirteen
original coal burning fireplaces. Twelve are
located upstairs, one in each office, and all but
one still have their original mantels. The other
fireplace is located on the first floor and was
originally used in addition to three wood-burning
stoves to supply heat.
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The bull's eye detail appears at the corner of all
window and door frames on the second floor. The
wood detail consists of two carved, concentric
rings with a protruding point in the center.

The wainscoting consists of a 9" baseboard, wood
paneling and a chair rail. The wood paneling is
the same as the original bheaded ceiling on the
first floor and consist of alternating bands of
beaded and flat surfaces. The bands are 4" wide.
This detail appears in all the rooms and the
hallway of the second floor.

The cast iron storefront also has interesting
details on the interior surface. The bottom of
four of the bays is decorated with a rectangular
panel pressed into the store front. The bull's
eye molding, similar to that found on the second
floor, highlights the corners of each rectangular
panel. These panels also have the same beaded
pattern, found on the second floor wainscoting
and first floor ceiling, but it runs diagonally
rather than vertically. '

7. Lighting fixtures: The original lighting fixtures
have been removed from both floors. The first
floor fixtures have been replaced with more
contemporary lighting fixtures.

8. Ventilation: The transoms above the doorways on
the second floor are part of a natural ventilation
system used in the building. Used in combination
with open windows, the transoms could be adjusted
to different angles allowing a greater flow of air
throughout the second flocor. Vents on the front
and back of the building also allowed fresh air to
circulate through the attic space. Since the
interior offices on the north side had no windows,
it may be assumed that the original skylights in
these rooms were operable to allow for additional
air circulation.

D. SITE:

1. General setting: The building is on a corner and
faces east onto South Lafayette Street and the
Chambers County Courthouse. The south side of the
building fronts First Avenue Southwest which
slopes down to the wegt. The Hightower Building
is flanked by commercial buildings on the north
and west sides.
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2. Landscaping: ©On the south side of the building,
six Bradford Pears and some low-lying shrubbery
have been planted along the sidewalk. Some brick
pavers have alsc been added at the side entrance.
An old wooden phone booth is located on the
southeast corner.

0ld photographs (from McClendon Trucking Company

View from southeast corner with original balcony.

Ruth Crump, Chambers County Historian

PART IIXI. SQURCES OF INFORMATION
A
collection):
East facade before renovation.
B. Interviews:
C. Published sources:

Chambers County Deed Books and Probate Records,
Chambers County Courthouse, Lafayette, Alabama.

"A Phoenix Risging". The Valley Times-News. June 11,
1986.

"Hightower Building Reclaimed from Past". The Valley
Times-News. June 18, 1986,

The Lafayette Sun. June 18, 1986,

"McClendon Buys Historic Hightower Building"”. The
Valley Times-News. May 13, 1985. '

"0ld Lafayette Taking on Fresh New Look". The Columbus
Ledger and Enquirer. May 22, 1986,

Sanborn Insurance Maps. 1885, 18%1, and 1904.

i
"Trucking Company to Restore Hightower". Ledger-
Enquirer EBast Alabama Today. May 30, 1985,
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PART IV. PROJECT INFORMATION

This project was completed during the spring quarter of 1988 at
Auburn University, Auburn, Alabama. Project supervisors were
Professor William Briggs and Kimberly E. Harden, AIA. Students
from the Department of Architecture and the Graduate Program in
Planning were:

Deborah Adkison
T. Paul Bates
Nancy Burke
Judith E. Collins
Darla S8, Davis
David Harris
Karen Hundt

LLee Ann Jackson
Katherine Lynn
Elaine G. Pierce
Mark E. Pierson
Julie Ann Smith
Phillip B. Smith
Michael R. South
Gail M. Tubbs
Sidney P, Ward
Mae B. Washington
David Mingtze Wu

Prepared as a Peterson Prize Competition entry, this documentation
was donated to the HABS collection by the above students of Auburn University.

11
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watchmaker by the name

A huge pocket - watch as
advertisement fur his
“buainess, " '*._'
© Blanton sald nlonelimé.
a switch track on the aide.
.of the tuilding provided
carea merchants, with

_. the track, the area's see.
ond rsliread, LaFayetta
'y merchanth could not afford

‘!, rates, 10 & apur was buiil’
¥ from l.aFayeue to Opelika
- just -

fore! pr l

No. AL-890

and McCIendon "F!ige 13 i
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The renovitioh 81 the Histore Hightowst Building ‘in downtown |
LaFayetts is now complete according to the building's ewner Jamie'
McClendon. Tenants who bave already moved Inte the building are’

Lanler Inewrance, Fittanclai Services snd Alexander Wulton, Jr., CPA.., -

“The onte open spsce of the first floor has been divided by walls,” B

-ereating four iarge offices. Ail columns and ceilings are original, as well -

. s the front deors and side entrance, The interior doors and transoms -
-;¢ame from the old LaFayette Hotei, and the French doors that lead ints ;
g Lanler's conference room are original doors from the old hospltal, The
" -ceilings ‘are 15" high, and in the restorstion process Don Allen of | !
l}l‘amoﬂ ‘gm}:tuctlng uncovered an oduﬂzls akylight " ':E![;?l Ir:l.: fg" .
r through both foors, The htower Bl was comple .
inms A R 'Hfg hrgeeds vy ‘-’sﬁ‘*??%!’@%ﬂ*‘??:i%ﬂﬁhi#?ﬂ;ﬁ

"
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Tl'leVuloyTlrma—Nm-Mormy May 14, 1985;

I.McCIend”‘""

hd

-nmr-q

uys H"

s_torlclf

ge 15

R
"LJL ' "‘

gﬂfiv

..t"-'

RRET By PENNY L. POOL Y gAY
TAEPREY S g News Riali Writef -t
ER- 1t Was learned at the LaFayetidy;
i Lty Comncit: meettng Friday -that:
'_lmid McCIendan. lodal businessd
man" and} LaFayetie“Cliy’

; cllman ¥ had “purchased Jithé?
Pk hivorie: }.nghtawer Buildlng-*»fol"
I $40,025 Nm the Historle Pruervai fy
3% tott Bourd (HPBY -at an auction

SRy

§ Th b ¢é8 the lou
and Is well over a 100 years old, 'I'he
. board had rerocfed snd stabllized
. *the building. McClendon plans to
" resiore the outside to Ilts eriginal .

condition, market it, then restore

i he Inside to the "needs and ;
t specliications of the buyer,

: McClendon sald he may take n‘i
! Joas on the butlding bul he wanted to
I buy it because it waa such an old, i
{ historic butlding and it has so much
. polential, " s
. The ¢ouncll llso reviewed
odotizer bids for gas lnes. Low bid
“was $3175 ' from_ Reynolds, Equip- -
ment of Garland, Texas, consid-

. erably under the budgeted amount,
“polnted oul Clly Clerk Pele

Gardner,:. Other bids were $9700
~frem Arnold Energy of
Birmingham and $8910 from GPM~
i_Equipment of - Pelham. Gardner

sald & maximum of Lo weeks wUl

4 be the dellvery date. -

i, Councll opened blds fot the mnllh
. tenance of ' thel newly’ aequtred}
wHandy Cemetery. ' Low ' bldder wan |
.- Afbert Finley at $330 2 meonth on an
elghl -month contract, Other bldders |
{wers Danny Teel, $480 & month atd i
AmﬂeMaeWelch.MOOnmmﬂL 1)

S

t}etia"hmﬁu'badly"ﬁeedlhg i
r.mtr and uked that'd resolution 1
W-be passed’ at’ the Moodny: night ]
'(Mly 13y*meeilng * apptoving _g
application fof 'Governor's’ discre- ! 3
;H Hooary funds:to repalr or improve
« pwper-occvupled. huusing. -He
mhﬁ-m v LiFantiontgy fﬁ

x . _ , ) ._‘_ ,_.;. - 'h

)t

ing

TP WA i B aLy |

' i 3 HE 7
y e, 11. it lh
ot * [FromP. 1}

uaid Eilen Austin o( Easl Alsbama

J Planning and Deveiopment Com:

“mission will be present to answer
. questions at the. public hearing at
,8:30 on lmproving lbe housing In
‘La!"ayelte Then e o
Pete pald’ the- vscallng of the
streel runping through Hill Lumber
Company Is more complex than It
firsf appeared,, according to City
’Atlomey Billy - Walton, ~ who | ls
f¢éhecking Intothe legallties, b
Gardner said the billlig achine &
has coal the cld In_pepalrs
‘over the last few’ months And held '
-up the hifling for two-three days at
theend of April, He'plans to ask the
;tounell 1 Monday™inight for
*suumﬂﬂdoh to driw hp apeclﬂea—
e Y

AR

LaFayette*

tions 10 1at bids for & new machine.

"randy Cofrporation’ presented "a o
- lease-purchase  agreement :

some
time back, he said, which looked-y
good and wouid be the kind of deals|
the city needs. A target date to beliny)
operation ahould be Oclober - or 't

“November. He said he might have a

priceat Monday nighl’s meeting.
Gardner sald the )it statlon, fot *

“the ¢lty pump station needs’te

bullding, which Sewer Depmment"

" Head Bllly Walters can possibly do ;

but the -parts slone will, ,mt

$15-20,000, e .
Counciiman Gerafd Knight pro-ia

posed & hamburger cookout be held |,

- for city employees at the city park. '_.a

The councilman presen] agreed and
— Gardner waa. delegated to make |
s ure the park it In good condition:basy
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nghtower Bmldmg Partf‘ :
,Of City’s Restoratlon Effort

-.By Vlrglnla Smith .
- TODAY Correspondant

"no termites. Not surprising, be-
" cause the wood I3 heart pine, All

The Courthouse Hl.stone Dis- of the interlor wqodwor is alsa.-

heart pine.” .
i\ trict In LaFayeite 18 taking.on a -
: "new" look that ja the "old™ look - There was only one ﬁreplace

_downstalrs, but there were three
.28 well — the look of the old now < o -bumning ‘stoves o pmvlde
4 'restored 1o its or!glnal appear- heat, The one fireplace has been.
-ance.  saved withan original mantel,
F MUC]‘I of this restoratlon Is due _McClendon sald the upstalrs
r-to the efforts and talents of (ooioration Is also planned, The'.
-Jamia McClendon, born and - genung floor once housed the
'., ralsed In LaFayette and keenly yown’s fivst telephone office, Bob
l‘:(‘;":;.‘:m‘:; the he”'“ge of - & waliace 5r'a law office and an -
i *insurance office, All the rooms
o The lirst floor of the Hightower * haye a fireplace and a skylight. -
t -Bullding, 8 landmark on the g on the offlce ddors are -
E 'square, fs now complete and the sthe - words,  “Come In” and & -
* tenants are moving I, Including color-on-glass logo of Fldellty
‘Lanler Insurance, Flnancla Life' Insurance The- original
.’ Services and offlces of Alex Wal- ; power box [3 stll{ on the walls and ;
:ton I, CPA. - 2oe 2™ will be $aved — no(i(or use, but
oy Others wlllbemoylng In Iate‘r forhlstodclnterest.
. \All are allowed to dhoose thelr- qpe Hightower once had an’:
rown decor such as wallpaper and  g\side stalrcase which was the.
palnt colors. McClendort has i “only " entry to, the second ficori -~
‘ ,stalled wainscoting ‘and chair This has bean’ removed and an -
+ralls in the office. I inside staircase will be bullt, All .
- He has also divided the once- the outside bricks have - been
open space of the first floor with ‘Lernariared, cleaned and sprayed
- walls; the origlnal tolumns were jorwater treatment, ;

+left imact, The front doors are ty jall - f'
-originsl, as Is the store front, The 01d brick rom the county j

o .‘. J;.;.,J' ,..u_l-‘s‘.a.v-.-g.- PN

: ..L.-a._';_w:::..‘._. DA e oL ik

._'3._.«" -

....“..-':,..
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7 "The Hightower was very well
14" bullty’ Allen gald, “and we fmn\dffit:elmt‘ M’x

j}f‘\l_ '.1?:‘1"

'interlor doors and transoms
‘eame from. the old' LaFayette.
Hotel asdid the Frenchdoors.
“Don Allen of Harmon Engl-.
neering and Testin, dg of Aubum is
“the contractor, and he says he 1k
‘ ieamlnga lot abeut restoration in
“:the project.
- When first bullt, the buliding

" had a wrought. -Iton balcony

" atross the second floor: ‘It has
,-long ago vanlshed;: but now a
*rep fca, copled from old photo--
graphe, has been. bullt, The job "
" was done by atudents from
".Chambers. County Vocational
Schooln LaFayette, - '~

The ceilings are 15 feet hlg,h
and In the restoratlon process,
-Don Allen uncovered the original-,,
<. skyllght"'whlchsruns" S{eet®

. through both floors. The beaded
s, ,wood, cellings In the. ]mllway; deteriorated,
"'""-That hard time ismr, and thea )

"have been preserved, '

"w?’ﬁadﬂw ey

has been used to bulld steps to a- -“.

side entrance, and' an original -

-telephorie beoth is in the corner, .- .

‘ali of - the area :wfl] be Iand- .

oy

The orlginal Bulldin had Iour ‘ .‘

columns at the front, These have
been replaced b
also with work

bers County, Vocatlcnal { Schoot

atudents; - i R

All of tha- lmnwork wlll e
black and the exterior woodwork
.palnted a cream color;i ]

“The old Hightower I§ back in al-
itd gloty,

-pearaidd”
buildIng has served as a grocery

exact coples, :
rom the Cham- "

hen bullt, 1t was -
- pralsed for . lts " -deslgr and ap-
Ovef 'the .years, the..

[

atore, & hardware store and the —

¢+ headqliarters of other busin
but- mostly 1t has- just gat, and

‘3

HlstoribDlstﬂct }i the better, fdl'“'"

ot LA i

R
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Truckin

To

> Restore
‘ By Virglnia émi!h )

* TODAY Corresponitent

LAFAYETTE — For more

landmark on
County courthouse square,
The buliding  has
emply damaged by - time,
weather and vacancy. Last yeat,
the LaFayette Historical Preser.

ant,

has & new iease on-life, JTamle
McClendon o) Lakayette, an éx-

Ing Company, has bought the

store and bring back to life its
‘many features, :

on the men who designed . the
biuilding and the exact date of
construction, | know' the first

1910 and upstalrs was located the

| tirst telephone exchange in La-

Fayette. - The late Bob Wallace
Sr. once had his law oiilces up-
stairs,” McCiendon sald,

“McClendon sald the npstairs'Is
something to see, “*All the offlces
heve a skylight in the middie of
the rooms, all have comer clos-
ets, and each doof has solid brass
‘doorknobs, Each oifice had It's
own: coal buming lireplace and
'these wlth mantels are Intact.

woodwork are orlginal,” he sald,
" The Hightewer bullding Is birick
.With cast Iron trim over'the exte-
rior doors and windows. McClen-
don will restore the Intertor and
exterior, removing the paint
‘from the bricks and replacing the

put on a new ‘roof and spent
he sald, B 7,

The Hightower Duiiding is. ai<
ready on the Alabama and Ma-.

| ttonal Registry of Historic Bulid-

Ings, and alt the restoratlon wilt

‘| be authentle. " © §oe

oy B -..,..\E .
D e NRGER
At e, wtedt L &

than a century the Imposing
Hightower Bullding has served as
the Chambers -

stood

vation Authodty, determined to -
save the building, bought the two-
story’ structure. from ' Charled -
Dean of Camp HiYi, Dean agreed’ |
to sell the bullding aiter he was *
unable .to locate a. sultable ten.

Now the HIghtower'Buiidlng'e“.

ecutive in the McClendon Truck- -

building for $40,000 and witi re- "

"t am stll) seeking information

flcor was a hirdware store in-. SRS e ;
, McClendon hag: twe goals—

The "wainscotlng and "all the'

doors and windows, *It i§ aiready ’
watertight because the Authority .

$24,000 to stabilize the uliding,” '
‘e %€ In:the Chambers. County pro-

A

g Company"

Hightower.

F B
Stolf Phete by Fave Weldras-fc
¥
i
'

. * MIGHTOWER BUILDING i -
T FL P IR '-‘.5-", T

;o

" Hrst, to save the bulldlhg and sec- h
ond, 10 bring new jobs'to the '

" -area. He does not see the Iirst
floor as u retall operation, how-
" ever, The second floor wili be re- :

“stored for offices, He wili restore
-the outslde, shutters and the
wrought Irofi ‘balcony:fo the see-
. ond Hoor, -+~ R

't *-“Even jhough-the bullding has -

- been neglected and vacant, It is
" so well buift with such excelient

sound,” McClendor sald.

", McCtendon it no novice In res-

-toration,. - His laiher, *. Glenn

*MeClendon and hls sons restored -
oid Singer Automobfle

the

materials, " it i3 structurally -

» Agency building-'fust ofl the |

square, . . L.
The Singer 4nd Hightower proj-

court house square;
{ bate records are.those of G.W,
i Hightower, dated Aprii 8, 188%,

He soid medicine in the High-

tower bullding with an nventory
valued at , AT

B by P TN B

ects are only twe of_those tow .
‘under way to Testoré Aaliof the




